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The Hotelkeepers Act

being

Chapter 148 of The Revised Statutes of Saskatchewan, 1920 
(assented to November 10, 1920).

NOTE:
This consolidation is not official. Amendments have been 
incorporated for convenience of reference and the original statutes 
and regulations should be consulted for all purposes of interpretation 
and application of the law. In order to preserve the integrity of the 
original statutes and regulations, errors that may have appeared 
are reproduced in this consolidation.
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CHAPTER 148

An Act respecting Hotel and Boarding House Keepers

Short title

1 This Act may be cited as The Hotelkeepers Act.
R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.1; R.S.S. 1920, c.148, s.1.

Right of detention and sale of goods

2(1) Any hotel, boarding or lodging house keeper may seize and detain in his hotel 
or house or on his premises, before the same have been removed therefrom, the 
trunks and personal property of any person who is indebted to him for board and 
lodging; and he shall have, in addition to all other remedies provided by law, the 
right, in case his charges remain unpaid for three months after the seizure, to sell 
by public auction the property seized.

(2) Such keeper shall post and keep posted for one week on the outside of the door 
of his hotel, boarding or lodging house, a notice of the intended sale, giving:

(a) the name of the guest, boarder or lodger;

(b) the amount of the indebtedness;

(c) a description of the baggage or property to be sold;

(d) the time and place of sale; and

(e) the name of the auctioneer.

(3) Such keeper may apply the proceeds of the sale in payment of the amount due 
him and the costs of advertising and sale; and he shall, on application, pay over the 
surplus, if any, to the person entitled thereto.

(4) In case application therefor is not made forthwith, he shall pay the surplus to 
the Provincial Treasurer who shall hold the same for the owner for one year, after 
which time, if the owner has not previously claimed the amount, it shall form part 
of the consolidated fund.

(5) The hotel, boarding or lodging house keeper shall be responsible for the safety 
of the goods seized while under detention.

R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.2 (redrawn); R.S.S. 1920, 
c.148, s.2.

Liability

3(1) No hotel keeper shall be liable to compensate a guest for loss of or injury 
to goods brought to his hotel, not being a horse or other live animal or any gear 
appertaining thereto, or a carriage, to a greater amount than $200, except in the 
following cases, that is to say:

1. When such goods have been stolen, lost or injured through the default or neglect 
of the hotel keeper or his servants;

2. When such goods have been deposited with the hotel keeper for safe custody.
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(2) In case of deposit of goods for safe custody the hotel keeper may require as a 
condition of his liability that the goods shall be deposited in a box or other receptacle 
fastened and sealed by the person depositing the same.

R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.4 (redrawn); R.S.S. 1920, 
c.148, s.3.

Safe custody of goods

4 If an hotel keeper refuses to receive the goods of his guest for safe custody, or 
if the guest shall, through any default of the hotel keeper, be unable so to deposit 
his goods, the hotel keeper shall not be entitled to the benefit of this Act in respect 
of such goods.

R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.5 (redrawn); R.S.S. 1920, 
c.148, s.4.

Copy of Act to be posted in hotel

5 Every hotel keeper shall cause to be kept conspicuously posted in the office and 
public rooms in his hotel a copy of this Act printed or plainly written, and he shall 
be entitled to the benefits of this Act in respect of such goods only as are brought to 
his hotel while such copy is so posted.

R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.6; R.S.S. 1920, c.148, s.5.

Penalties for false pretence

6 Every person who obtains food, lodging or other accommodation at an hotel, 
boarding house or lodging house, with intent to defraud the owner or keeper thereof, 
shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding $50 or to imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding ten days.

R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.7 (redrawn); R.S.S. 1920, 
c.148, s.6.

Onus of proof

7 Proof that lodging, food or other accommodation was obtained by fraud or by 
false or fictitious show or pretence of baggage, or that the party obtaining such food, 
lodging or other accommodation absconded or left the premises without paying or 
offering to pay for such food, lodging or other accommodation, or without reasonable 
and true excuse made by him before leaving to the proprietor of such hotel, boarding 
house or lodging house, or that he surreptitiously attempted to remove his baggage, 
shall be prima facie evidence of the fraudulent attempt mentioned in section 6 but 
this Act shall not apply to boarders by the week or for a longer period or to cases 
where there is or has been an agreement between the proprietor of such hotel, 
boarding house or lodging house and such hoarder for delay in payment.

R.S.S. 1909, c.140, s.8; R.S.S. 1920, c.148, s.7.
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