
The Agricultural Operations Act (the Act) is designed to ensure livestock operations develop and operate in a 
manner that protects surface and groundwater. The Act requires certain types of intensive livestock operations 
to obtain approval of waste storage and waste management plans. This self-evaluation is intended to assist 
livestock and poultry producers determine if an approval is required. Producers who require plan approval for 
their operation are required to submit plans outlining: how they will store manure; how the manure nutrients 
will be utilized; and how they will handle and dispose of dead animals. Please complete the self-evaluation.

If the following flowchart indicates plan approval under The Agricultural Operations Act is required, contact 
one of the regional engineers listed at the end of this fact sheet. The regional engineer will inform you of any 
regulatory requirements and is available to guide you through the steps required to obtain plan approval. If 
the chart below indicates plan approval is not required and you wish to have this confirmed, contact one of 
the engineers listed in this fact sheet.

Note 1: Determine the total area of the confinement pens or barn and divide by the total number of animal units 
determined from Chart 1. If the confinement density is greater than one animal unit per 370 m2 (4,000 ft2), your 
operation is intensive and approval is required.

Note 2: Surface water is defined as “water that is above the surface of the land and in a river, stream, lake, creek, 
spring, ravine, coulee, marsh or other watercourse where water flows or may flow as a result of runoff (example: 
valleys).” Surface water that is self-contained on your own property does not normally trigger the need for plan 
approval. Contact a regional engineer for assistance in interpreting surface watercourses.

Does my livestock operation require 
approval?
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Determine the total number of animal 
units (A.U.) for your operation from Chart 1. 

_________ A.U.

Is your stocking density greater than 1 A.U. per 
370 m2 (4,000 ft.2)? See Note 1.

Do you use an earthen manure storage or 
lagoon to store liquid manure or liquid waste 

from your operation?

Do you have less than 20 A.U. or more than  
300 A.U.?

Do you have your animals confined within  
300 m (1,000 ft.) of surface water? See Note 2 for 

a definition of surface water.

Do you have your animals confined within 30 m 
(100 ft.) of a well you do not control?

Yes

No

Between 20 and 300 A.U.

No

Plan approval is not 
required. Your operation is 

not intensive.

No

Plan approval is required.
Yes

Plan approval is not 
required.

Less than 
20 A.U. Plan approval is required.

300 A.U. 
or more

Plan approval is required.
Yes

Plan approval is required.
YesPlan approval is not 

required.

No



If you have any questions, contact the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Operations Unit: 

306-787-2150.
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