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Step-parent Adoption

Adoption is the legal transfer of rights and 
responsibilities from a birth parent to an adoptive 
parent. A step-parent adoption is where an 
individual applies to adopt the birth child of a 
spouse or partner.  

A step-parent wishing to adopt a child, along 
with their lawyer, are responsible for gathering 
the documentation required for making an 
application to court for an Order of Adoption. 

This guide is intended to provide basic knowledge 
of the process for step-parent adoptions in 
Saskatchewan under The Adoption Act, 1998. It 
does not provide legal advice. Individuals who 
require legal advice should consult with a lawyer 
who has expertise or knowledge in adoption.

Home Study

A home study is not required in a step-parent 
adoption unless the court orders one. If a 
home study is ordered, it is completed by an 
Independent Practitioner (IP) who is hired and 
paid for by the step-parent. The step-parent must 
provide a Criminal Record/Vulnerable Sector 
Check and a Child Welfare Background Check to 
the IP. 

Birth Parent Consent

The birth parent the child lives with must consent 
to the adoption in writing. The other birth parent 
(the one the child does not live with) must be 
notified that an application for adoption is being 
made.  

The other birth parent must have independent 
legal advice about the adoption. If the other birth 
parent agrees to the adoption they must sign a 
written consent in front of their lawyer, who also 
completes a Certificate of Independent Advice. If 
a lawyer is not reasonably accessible or available 
to complete the Certificate of Independent Advice, 
the Director may appoint someone from the same 
geographical region to complete it.

What if the other birth parent will not or 
cannot provide consent?

The adoption cannot take place unless the 
court allows the adoption without the other 
birth parent’s consent. If the other birth 
parent does not give their consent, they will 
be notified of a court date when they can 
appear and explain why the court should not 
let the adoption proceed. If the other birth 
parent does not appear at the hearing, or 
appears but does not show why the adoption 
should take place, the court can dispense 
with that birth parent’s consent if it is in the 
best interests of the child. This decision can 
be appealed within 30 days. 

If the other birth parent is deceased, a copy 
of the death certificate is required instead of a 
signed consent.
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 - issue the Acknowledgment of Application 
and Supporting Materials for an Order of 
Adoption. 

• If processes have been omitted or documents 
not included in the service, the ministry will 
issue the Certificate of Non-Revocation and 
Acknowledgment and return the documents 
to the lawyer, specifying what was missing or 
omitted. 

Court Application for an Order of Adoption 

The application can be made:

• after the time period in which the birth 
parent’s consent can be revoked has passed; or

• if the court has dispensed with consent, the 
time to appeal the decision has passed. 

 
At the time the court application is made, the 
court may grant access to the birth parent the 
child does not live if it finds it to be in the child’s 
best interests.

Post Adoption Registry

If each birth parent named on the Registration of 
Live Birth consents, it may be provided to:

• Adult adoptee

• Adoptive parent (if adopted child is under 18)

• Birth parent 

All individuals may also be eligible to receive a 
copy of the Order of Adoption.

The Registry does not provide any other services 
in a step-parent adoption. For information on the 
Registry, call 306-787-3654 or toll free at  
1-800-667-7539. 

Further Information

Contact The Evermore Centre. Visit their website 
at www.evermorecentre.ca or call toll free at 
1-866-869-2727.

What if a birth parent changes their mind 
after signing a consent?

Birth parents can revoke (withdraw) their 
consent to the adoption within 21 days. 
Birth parents must make their revocation in 
writing and provide it to the Director within 
the 21 day time period.  

The ministry is responsible to verify whether 
or not a birth parent’s consent has been 
revoked.

 
Consent of Child over 12

In addition to the birth parent’s consent, every 
child 12 years of age or older is required to 
consent to the adoption. The child usually 
completes the consent with their own lawyer, 
who then completes a Certificate of Independent 
Advice. If a lawyer is not reasonably accessible 
or available to complete the Certificate of 
Independent Advice, the Director may appoint 
someone from the same geographical region to 
complete it. A child may withdraw their consent 
at any point before the Order of Adoption is 
granted.  

Service & Review of Documents 

• Thirty days prior to submitting the application 
for adoption to court, the lawyer for the 
adoptive parents must serve all original 
documents on the Director, Adoption Services 
at Adoption Unit, Ministry of Social Services, 
10th Floor, 1920 Broad Street, Regina, SK  S4P 
3V6. 

• The ministry will review the documents and:

 - complete a system check for prior child 
protection involvement;

 - complete a revocation search (all periods 
to revoke or appeal must have elapsed) 
and, if no revocation has been made, issue 
the Certificate of Non-Revocation; and,
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