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Out-of-Province Ministerial Travel  

(including expenses of participants and general expenses associated with travel) 

Ministry Agriculture 

Title of Travel 26th Tri-National Agricultural Accord 

Location Denver, Colorado 

Date(s) October 16 - 20, 2017 

Participants 

Honourable Lyle Stewart, Minister of Agriculture 
Ashley Anderson, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Agriculture 
James Kettel, Executive Director, Trade and Value Added, Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Purpose of 
Travel 

The accord is an annual meeting of Ministers, Commissioners, Secretaries 
and Directors of Agriculture and senior officials from the Canadian provinces, 
United States and Mexican States.  

Total Travel Expenditures for Participants 

Air Travel (including airfare and airport service fees) $4,740.53 

Ground Travel (including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains and buses) $325.95 

Accommodation (including room charges, incidentals, related taxes and fees) $3,327.07 

Meals (personal per diem meal claims) $502.64 

Conference & Registration Fees $2,380.50 

Miscellaneous (including temporary cell phone upgrades, fax and internet 
charges, passport and visa fees, medical and inoculation fees, laundry and dry 
cleaning and other sundry expenditures) 

- 

Subtotal $11,276.69 

General Travel Expenditures 

Business Hosting Expenses (luncheon and/or dinner meetings hosted by the 
Government of Saskatchewan, including food, beverages, catering staff, service 
charges, equipment and entertainment) 

- 

Miscellaneous (including meeting rooms, translator and interpreter fees, police 
security, publications, shipping charges, gifts) 

$322.71 

Subtotal $322.71 

TOTAL $11,599.40 
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Overview of Travel and Objectives 

 
The Accord is an annual meeting of Ministers, Commissioners, Secretaries and Directors of 
Agriculture and senior officials from Canadian provinces, United States (U.S.) and Mexican 
states.  Accord meetings are one of the few opportunities where Agriculture Ministers and senior 
officials from provinces and states across North America have an opportunity to meet with 
counterparts and senior federal officials from all three countries to discuss agriculture trade 
policy issues.  This year’s Accord had added significance due to the ongoing renegotiation of 
the North American Trade Agreement (NAFTA).   With heightened concerns in the U.S. relating 
to Agricultural trade; including wheat and dairy, it is important Saskatchewan be represented at 
the highest level to ensure the Canadian delegation maintains flexibility in its position on these 
matters.   
 
Minister Stewart had meetings and discussions at the Accord with:  

 South Dakota, Agriculture Secretary  

 Montana, Agriculture Secretary 

 Idaho, Agriculture Secretary 

 Nebraska, Agriculture Secretary  

 representatives from the Colorado Farm Bureau,  

 representatives from the Colorado Pork Producers,  

 representatives from the North American Grain Export Association  

 Colorado State Representative Jeni James Arndt, Chair of the state Agriculture 
Committee. 

 


